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“FATHER, FORGIVE THEM” (LUKE 23:34)  

 

(Sermon preached to the saints at Westboro Baptist Church, October 16, 2016) 

 

Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside 

every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set 

before us, Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him 

endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. For 

consider him that endured such contradiction of sinners against himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in 

your minds. Hebrews 12:1-3.  

 

 The Holy Spirit has spent Hebrews Chapter 11 describing the faithful martyrs that now compass us 

about to see how we perform in the same contest, which is designed to increase our earnestness, testifying, 

as they do, to God’s faithfulness; and now He exhorts us to look to Jesus who stands at the head as the most 

eminent example that can be referred to on the subject of faith, or of confidence in God, and being the most 

complete model that can be placed before us. Jesus Christ is The Exemplar of exemplars. An exemplar is a 

model or pattern to be copied or imitated. I felt it necessary, in light of the public preaching we have done at 

countless colleges and high schools and those we plan for in the immediate future, to put us in remembrance 

of this example of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

 For consider him in the greatness of his person, as God, the Son of God, the heir of all things; and in 

his offices of prophet, priest, and King, as the Savior of lost sinners, the Leader and Commander of the 

people, as the apostle and high priest of our profession: consider him in his human nature, his conversation 

on earth, and what he did and suffered for men; how that in his nature he was pure and holy, in his 

conversation harmless and innocent, in his deportment meek and lowly; who went about doing good to the 

souls of men, and at last suffered and died, and is now glorified: consider the analogy between him and us, 

and how great is the disproportion; and therefore if he was ill treated, no wonder we should consider him 

under all his reproaches and sufferings: that endured such contradiction of sinners against himself; against 

his person, they denying his deity, and speaking against his sonship, and against his offices; mocking him as 

a King, deriding him as a prophet, and treating him with the utmost contempt as a priest and Saviour; and 

against his actions, his works of mercy to the bodies of men, when done on the sabbath day; his conversing 

with sinners for the good of their souls, as if he was an encourager of them in sin, and a partner with them; 

his miracles, as if they were done by the help of the devil; and against the whole series of his life, as if it was 

criminal. Now we should analogize this contradiction, and see what proportion there is between this, and 

what is endured by us: we should consider the aggravations of it, that it was "against himself"; sometimes it 

was against his disciples, and him through them, as it is now against his members, and him in them; but here 

it was immediately and directly against himself: and this he endured "from sinners"; some more secret, as the 

Scribes, Sadducees, and Pharisees; some more open, as the common people; some of them the vilest of 

sinners, the most abandoned of creatures, as the Roman soldiers, and Herod’s men of war: and this should be 

considered, that we cannot be contradicted by viler or meaner persons; and it is worthy of notice, with what 

courage and bravery of mind, with what patience and invincible constancy he endured it: this should be 

recollected for imitation and encouragement, lest ye be wearied, and faint in your minds; contradiction is apt 

to make persons weary and faint, as Rebekah was, because of the daughters of Heth, and as Jeremiah was, 

because of the derision of the Jews (Genesis 27:46; Jeremiah 20:8,9) but a consideration of Jesus, and of 

what he has endured, tends to relieve the saints in such a condition; See Matthew 10:25: “It is enough for the 

disciple that he be as his master, and the servant as his lord. If they have called the master of the house 

Beelzebub, how much more shall they call them of his household?” And, Luke 23:31: “For if they do these 

things in a green tree, what shall be done in the dry?” (John Gill’s commentary) Hebrews 3:6: “But Christ as 
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a son over his own house; whose house are we, if we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope 

firm unto the end.” Ezekiel 37:2, 4: “And [the Lord] caused me to pass by them round about: and, behold, 

there were very many in the open valley; and, lo, they were very dry. … Again he said unto me, Prophesy 

upon these bones, and say unto them, O ye dry bones, hear the word of the LORD.”  

 

 Today, and the Lord willing, in the future I hope to direct you in this consideration of Him, to study 

what Jesus said when on the cross.  

 

“Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do.”—Luke 23:34 

 

Man had done his worst. The One by whom the world was made had come into it, but the world knew 

Him not. (John 1:10). The Lord of Glory had tabernacled among men, but He was not wanted. The eyes 

which sin had blinded saw in Him no beauty that He should be desired. (Isaiah 53:2). At His birth there was 

no room at the inn, which foreshadowed the treatment He was to receive at the hands of men. (Luke 2:7). 

Shortly after His birth Herod sought to slay Him, and this intimated the hostility His person produced and 

forecast the Cross as the height of man’s hatred. (Matthew 2:16-20). Again and again His enemies attempted 

His destruction. And now their vile desires are granted them. The Son of God had yielded Himself up into 

their hands. A mock trial had been gone through, and though His judges found no fault in Him, nevertheless, 

they had yielded to the insistent clamoring of those who hated Him as they cried again and again, “Crucify 

him.” No ordinary death would suffice for His implacable foes. A death of intense suffering and shame was 

decided upon. A cross had been secured; the Savior had been nailed to it. And there He hangs. Then he 

speaks. He doesn’t cry for pity? Is He pronouncing curses upon His crucifiers? No. He is praying, praying 

for His enemies—“Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them: for they know not what they do” (Luke 23:34). The 

first of the seven sayings on the cross of our Lord presents Him in the attitude of prayer. How significant and 

instructive for us!  

 

His public ministry had opened with prayer (Luke 3:21), and here we see it closing in prayer. Surely 

He has left us an example. No longer might those hands minister to the sick, for they are nailed to the Cross; 

no longer may those feet carry Him on errands of mercy, for they are fastened to this cruel tree; no longer 

may He engage in instructing the apostles, for they have forsaken Him and fled—how then does He occupy 

Himself? In the ministry of prayer. What a lesson for us. Perhaps some who by reason of age and sickness 

are no longer able to work actively in the Lord’s vineyard? You were very active in promoting the kingdom 

of God: but now you are bed-ridden. Yes, but you are still here on earth. Who knows but what God is leaving 

you here for a few more days to engage in the ministry of prayer—and perhaps accomplish more by this than 

all your past active service. Dear Anna, your parents named you after a woman devoted to a ministry of 

prayer as described in Luke 2:36-38. If you are tempted to disparage such a ministry, remember your Savior. 

He prayed—prayed for others, prayed for sinners, even in His last hours. 

 

In praying for His enemies, not only did Christ set before us a perfect example of how we should treat 

those who wrong and hate us, but He also taught us never to regard any as beyond the reach of prayer. He 

knew the elect of God amongst his enemies; we don’t. If Christ prayed for His murderers then surely we have 

encouragement to pray now for the very chief of sinners! Does it look as though they had gotten beyond the 

reach of divine mercy? Remember then the Cross. Christ prayed for His enemies.  

 

We are shown here the efficacy of prayer. This intercession of Christ for His enemies met with a 

marked and definite answer. The answer is seen in the conversion of five thousand souls on the day roughly 

eight weeks after Christ’s crucifixion when Peter and John, by the power of the Prince of life, through faith 

in his name made that man strong enough to walk and leap and praise God who had been lame 40 years who 



3 
 

lay at the gate of the temple in Jerusalem, called Beautiful, asking alms. (See Acts Chapter 3 for the full and 

wonderful details). I base this conclusion on Acts 3:17, where the apostle Peter having had in previous verses 

described specifically how the God of their father, Abraham, had glorified His Son whom these Jews had 

killed  concluding, “And now, brethren, I wot [know] that through ignorance ye did it, as did also your rulers.” 

It is to be noted that Peter uses the word “ignorance,” which corresponds with our Lord’s “they know not 

what they do.” Here then is the divine explanation of the five thousand souls converted under a single sermon. 

It was not Peter’s eloquence in his sermon which was the cause, but the Savior’s prayer. And, Christian, the 

same is true of us. Christ prayed for you and me long before we believed in Him. Turn to John 17:20-21 for 

proof: “Neither pray I for these [Apostles] alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through their 

word;   That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: 

that the world may believe that thou hast sent me.” Once more let us profit from the perfect Exemplar. Let 

us too pray for the enemies of God.  

 

To come now directly to our text: “Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them for they know not what they 

do.”  

 

1. Here we see the fulfillment of the prophetic word.  

 

God made known beforehand of what should transpire on the day of days. What a complete picture did 

the Holy Spirit furnish of our Lord’s Passion with all the surrounding circumstances. Among other things it 

had been foretold that the Savior should “make intercession for the transgressors” (Isaiah 53:12). This did 

not have reference to the present ministry of Christ at God’s right hand. It is true that “He is able also to save 

them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them” 

(Hebrews 7:25), but this speaks of what He is doing now for those who have believed on Him, whereas Isaiah 

53:12 had reference to His gracious act at the time of His crucifixion. Observe what His intercession for the 

transgressors is there linked with—“And he was numbered with the transgressors; and he bare the sin of 

many, and made intercession for the transgressors.” That Christ should make intercession for His enemies 

was one of the items of the wonderful prophecy found in Isaiah 53.  

 

Isaiah Chapter 53 tells us at least ten things about the humiliation and suffering of the Redeemer. It 

declared that He should be despised and rejected of men; that He should be a Man of sorrows and acquainted 

with grief; that He should be wounded, bruised and chastised; that He should be led, unresistingly, to 

slaughter; that He should be dumb before His shearers; that He should not only suffer at the hands of man 

but also be bruised by the Lord; that He should pour out His soul unto death; that He should be buried in a 

rich man’s tomb; and then it was added, that He would be numbered with transgressors Here then was the 

prophecy—“and made intercession for the transgressors”; there was the fulfillment of it—“Father, forgive 

them, for they know not what they do.” He thought of His murderers; He pleaded for His crucifiers; He made 

intercession for their forgiveness. “Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” 

 

2. Here we see Christ identified with His people. 

 

“Father, forgive them.” On no previous occasion did Christ make such a request of the Father. Never 

before had He invoked the Father’s forgiveness of others. Hitherto He Himself forgave. To the man sick of 

palsy He had said, “Son, be of good cheer; thy sins be forgiven thee” (Matthew 9:2). To the woman who 

washed His feet with her tears in the house of Simon, He said, “Thy sins are forgiven” (Luke 7:48). Why 

then should He now ask the Father to forgive, instead of directly pronouncing forgiveness Himself?  
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Forgiveness of sins is a divine prerogative. The Jewish scribes were right when they reasoned “Who can 

forgive sins but God only?” (Mark 2:7) But you say Christ was God. Truly, but man also—the God-man. He 

was the Son of God that had become the Son of Man, with the express purpose of offering Himself as a 

sacrifice for the sins of his people. And when the Lord Jesus cried “Father, forgive them,” He was on the 

Cross, and there He might not exercise His divine prerogatives. Mark carefully His own words, and then 

behold the marvelous accuracy of Scripture. He had said, “The Son of Man hath power on earth to forgive 

sins” (Mathew 9:6). But He was no longer on earth. He had been “lifted up from the earth” (John 12:32) 

Moreover, on the Cross He was acting as our substitute: the Just was about to die for the unjust. Hence it was 

that, hanging there as our representative, He was no longer in the place of authority where He might exercise 

His own divine prerogatives. Therefore He takes the position of a suppliant before the Father. Thus we say 

that when the blessed Lord Jesus cried, “Father, forgive them,” we see Him absolutely identified with His 

people. No longer was He in the position “on earth” where He had the “power” or “right” to forgive sins; 

instead, He intercedes for sinners. “Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” 

 

3. Here we see God’s estimation of sin and its consequent guilt.  

 

Under the Levitical economy God required that atonement should be made for sins of ignorance. “If a 

soul commit a trespass, and sin through ignorance, in the holy things of the Lord; then he shall bring for his 

trespass unto the Lord a ram without blemish out of the flocks, with thy estimation by shekels of silver, after 

the shekel of the sanctuary, for a trespass offering: And he shall make amends for the harm that he hath done 

in the holy thing, and shall add the fifth part thereto, and give it unto the priest: and the priest shall make an 

atonement for him with the ram of the trespass offering, and it shall be forgiven him” (Leviticus 5:15-16). 

And again we read, “And if ye have erred, and not observed all these commandments, which the Lord hath 

spoken unto Moses, even all that the Lord hath commanded you by the hand of Moses, from the day that the 

Lord commanded Moses, and henceforward among your generations; Then it shall be, if ought be committed 

by ignorance without the knowledge of the congregation, that all the  congregation shall offer one young 

bullock for a burnt offering, for a sweet savor unto the Lord, with his meat offering, and his drink offering, 

according to the manner, and one kid of the goats for a sin offering. And the priest shall make an atonement 

for all the congregation of the children of Israel, and it shall be forgiven them; for it is ignorance: and they 

shall bring their offering, a sacrifice made by fire unto the Lord, and their sin offering before the Lord, for 

their ignorance” (Numbers 15:22-25). It is in view of such Scriptures as these that we find David prayed, 

“Cleanse thou me from secret faults” (Psalm 19:12).  

 

Sin is always sin in the sight of God—whether we are conscious of it or not. Sins of ignorance need 

atonement just as truly as do conscious sins. God is holy, and He will not lower His standard of righteousness 

to the level of our ignorance. Ignorance is not innocence. As a matter of fact, ignorance is more culpable now 

than it was in the days of Moses. We have no excuse for our ignorance. God has clearly and fully revealed 

His will. The Bible is in our hands, and we cannot plead ignorance of its contents except to condemn our 

laziness. God has spoken, and by His Word we shall be judged. And yet the fact remains that we are ignorant 

of many things, and the fault and blame are ours. And this does not minimize the enormity of our guilt. Sins 

of ignorance need divine forgiveness, as our Lord’s prayer here plainly shows. Learn then how high is God’s 

standard, how great is our need, and praise Him for an atonement of infinite sufficiency, which cleanseth 

from all sin. “Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them for they know not what they do.”  

 

4. Here we see the blindness of the human heart.  

 

“They know not what they do.” This does not mean that the enemies of Christ were ignorant of the fact 

of His crucifixion. They did know full well that they had cried out “Crucify him.” They did know full well 
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that their vile request had been granted them by Pilate. They did know full well that He had been nailed to 

the tree, for they were eye-witnesses of the crime. What then did our Lord mean when He said, “They know 

not what they do?” He meant they were ignorant of the enormity of their crime. They “knew not” that it was 

the Lord of Glory they were crucifying. The emphasis is not on “they know not,” but on “they know not what 

they do.” And yet they ought to have known. Their blindness was inexcusable. The Old Testament prophecies 

which had received their fulfillment in Him were sufficiently plain to identify Him as the Holy One of God. 

His teaching was unique, for His very critics were forced to admit “Never man spake like this man” (John 

7:46). And what of His perfect life? He had lived before men a life which had never been lived on earth 

before. He pleased not Himself. He went about doing good. (Acts 10:38). He was ever at the disposal of 

others. There was no self-seeking about Him. His was a life of self-sacrifice from beginning to end. His was 

a life ever lived to the glory of God. His was a life on which was stamped Heaven’s approval, for the Father’s 

voice testified audibly “This is my beloved son, in whom I am well pleased.” (Matthew 3:17). No, there was 

no excuse for their ignorance. It only demonstrated the blindness of their hearts. Their rejection of the Son 

of God bore full witness, once for all, that the carnal mind is “enmity against God.” (Romans 8:7). How sad 

to think this terrible tragedy is still being repeated. Sinner, you little know what you are doing in neglecting 

God’s great salvation. (Hebrews 2:3). You little know how fearful is the crime of saying, “We will not have 

this man reign over us.” (Luke 19:14). You regard the vital issue with callous indifference. The question 

comes today as it did of old, “What shall I do with Jesus which is called Christ?” (Matthew 27:22) For you 

have to do something with Him: either you despise and reject Him, or you receive Him as the Savior of your 

soul and the Lord of your life by the grace of God. But, I say again, it seems to you a matter of small moment, 

of little importance, which you do. For years you have shelved the all-important consideration. You are blind 

to your madness. Blind to your terrible sin. Yet are you not excuseless. “And the times of this ignorance God 

winked at; but now commandeth all men every where to repent” (Acts 17:30).  “Believe on the Lord Jesus 

Christ, and thou shalt be saved.” (Acts 16:31) “Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them, for they know not what 

they do.”  

 

5. Here we see a lovely exemplification of His own teaching.  

 

In the Sermon on the Mount our Lord taught His disciples “Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, 

do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you and persecute you” (Matthew 

5:44). Above all others, Christ practiced what He preached. Grace and truth came by Jesus Christ. He not 

only taught the truth but was Himself the truth incarnate. Said He, “I am the way, the truth and the life” (John 

14:6). So here on the Cross He perfectly exemplified His teaching of the mount. In all things He has left us 

an example. (1 Peter 2:21) Notice Christ did not personally forgive His enemies. So in Matthew 5:44 He did 

not exhort His disciples to forgive their enemies, but He does exhort them to “pray” for them. But are we not 

to forgive those who wrong us? Does Scripture teach that under all circumstances we must always forgive? 

I answer emphatically, it does not. The Word of God says, “If thy brother trespass against thee, rebuke him; 

and if he repent, forgive him. And if he trespass against thee seven times a day, and seven times in a day turn 

again to thee saying, I repent; thou shalt forgive him” (Luke 17:3-4). Here we are plainly taught that a 

condition must be met by the offender before we may pronounce forgiveness. The one who has wronged us 

must first “repent,” that is, judge himself for his wrong and give evidence of his sorrow over it. But suppose 

the offender does not repent? Then I am not to forgive him. But let there be no misunderstanding of our 

meaning here. Even though the one who has wronged me does not repent, nevertheless, I must not harbor ill-

feelings against him. There must be no hatred or malice cherished in the heart. Yet, on the other hand, I must 

not treat the offender as if he had done no wrong. That would be to condone the offense, and therefore I 

should fail to uphold the requirements of righteousness, and this the believer is ever to do. Does God ever 

forgive where there is no repentance? No, for Scripture declares, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and 

just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1John 1:9). One thing more. If one 
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has injured me and repented not, while I cannot forgive him and treat him as though he had not offended, 

nevertheless, not only must I hold no malice in my heart against him, but I must also pray for him. Here is 

the value of Christ’s perfect example. If we cannot forgive, we can pray for God to forgive him. “Then said 

Jesus, Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” 

 

6. Here we see man’s great and primary need.  

 
The first important lesson which we all need to learn is that we are sinners, and as such, unfit for the 

presence of a Holy God. It is in vain that we select noble ideals, form good resolutions, and adopt excellent 

rules to live by, until the sin-question has been settled. It is of no avail that we attempt to develop a beautiful 

character and aim to do that which will meet God’s approval while there is sin between Him and our souls. 

Of what use are shoes if our feet are paralyzed. Of what use are glasses if we are blind. The question of the 

forgiveness of my sins is basic, fundamental, and vital. It matters not that I am highly respected by a wide 

circle of friends if I am yet in my sins. It matters not that I have made good in business if I am an unpardoned 

transgressor in the sight of God. What will matter most in the hour of death is: Have my sins been put away 

by the blood of Christ?  The second all-important lessons which all need to learn is how forgiveness of sins 

may be obtained. What is the ground on which a Holy God will forgive sins? And here it is important to 

remark that there is a vital difference between divine forgiveness and much of human forgiveness. As a 

general rule, human forgiveness is a matter of leniency, often of laxity. We mean forgiveness is shown at the 

expense of justice and righteousness. In a human court of law, the judge has to choose between two 

alternatives: when the one called for a sentencing hearing after he has been proven guilty, the judge must 

either enforce the penalty of the law, or he must disregard the requirements of the law—the one is justice, 

the other is mercy. The only possible way by which the judge can both enforce the requirements of the law 

and yet show mercy to its offender, is by a third party offering to suffer in his own person the penalty which 

the convicted one deserves. Thus it was in the divine counsels. God would not exercise mercy at the expense 

of justice. God, as the Judge of all the earth, would not set aside the demands of His holy Law. Yet, God 

would show mercy. How? Through One making full satisfaction to His outraged Law. Through His own Son 

taking the place of all those who believe on Him and bearing their sins in His own body on the tree. God 

could be just and yet merciful, merciful and yet just. Thus it is that “grace reigns through righteousness.” 

(Romans 5:21) A righteous ground has been provided on which God can be just and yet the justifier of all 

who believe. (Romans 3:26). Hence it is we are told, “Thus it is written, and thus it behooved Christ to suffer, 

and to rise from the dead the third day; And that repentance and remission [forgiveness] of sin should be 

preached in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem” (Luke 24:46-47). And again, “Be it known 

unto you therefore, men and brethren, that through this man is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins: 

And by him all that believe are justified from all things, from which ye could not be justified by the Law of 

Moses” (Acts 13:38-39). It was in view of the blood He was shedding that the Saviour cried, “Father, forgive 

them.” It was in view of the atoning sacrifice He was offering, that it can be said, “without shedding of blood 

is no remission.” (Hebrews 9:22) In praying for the forgiveness of His enemies, Christ struck right down to 

the root of their need. And their need was the need of every child of Adam. The question for every person is, 

have your sins been forgiven? That is, remitted or sent away? Are you, by grace, one of those of whom it is 

said, “In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins” (Colossians 1:14)? 

“Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.”  

 

7. Here we see the triumph of redeeming love.  

 

Mark closely the word with which our text opens: “Then.” The verse which immediately precedes it reads 

thus, “And when they were come to the place, which is called Calvary, there they crucified him, and the 

malefactors, one on the right hand and the other on the left.” “Then, said Jesus, Father, forgive them.” Then—
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when man had done his worst. Then—when the vileness of the human heart was displayed in the height of 

deviltry. Then—when with wicked hands the creature had dared to crucify the Lord of Glory. He might have 

uttered awful curses over them. He might have let loose the thunderbolts of righteous wrath and slain them. 

He might have caused the earth to open her mouth so that they had gone down alive into the pit. Matthew 

26:53: “Thinkest thou that I cannot now pray to my Father, and he shall presently give me more than twelve 

legions of angels?” But no. Though subjected to unspeakable shame, though suffering excruciating pain, 

though despised, rejected, hated, nevertheless, He cries, “Father, forgive them.” That was the triumph of 

redeeming love. “Love suffereth long, and is kind…beareth all things…endureth all things” (1 Corinthians 

13). Thus it was shown at the Cross. When Samson came to his dying hour he used his great strength of body 

to encompass the destruction of his foes; but the Perfect One exhibited the strength of His love by praying 

for the forgiveness of His enemies. Matchless grace! “Matchless,” I say, for even Stephen failed to fully 

follow the blessed example set by the Savior. If you will turn to Acts 7, he will find that Stephen’s first 

thought was of himself, and then he prayed for his enemies—“And they stoned Stephen, calling upon God, 

and saying, Lord Jesus receive my spirit. And he kneeled down and cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this 

sin to their charge” (Acts 7:59-60). But with Christ the order was reversed: He prayed first for His foes, and 

last for Himself. In all things our Lord Jesus Christ has the preeminence. (Colossians 1:18). 

 

How dreadful must it be to oppose Christ and His truth knowingly! “If we sin willfully after that we have 

received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins. But a certain fearful looking 

for of judgment and of fiery indignation, which shall devour the adversaries” (Hebrews 10:26-27). So Gill 

and other commentators say that it was the elect amongst the crowd of crucifiers for whom Jesus prayed, 

who participated ignorantly, and not those amongst the crowd “who sinned the sin unto death, the sin against 

the Holy Ghost, who knowing him to be the Messiah, maliciously crucified him, for whom prayer is not to 

be made.” (John Gill’s commentary). And, of course we know that when Christ met in the Council Halls of 

Eternity with the Father and the Holy Spirit he agreed to pay the sin debt for those chosen to salvation 

pursuant to that everlasting covenant between them; those elect being the happy third party beneficiaries. So, 

he wasn’t praying for those in the crowd who were not predestinated to salvation. For us there is Deuteronomy 

29:29: “The secret things belong unto the LORD our God: but those things which are revealed belong unto 

us and to our children for ever, that we may do all the words of this law.” His blood was effectual to save the 

elect only; and his prayer followed the design and purpose of that covenant of grace which is ordered in all 

things and sure for which he is its messenger (2 Samuel 23:5; Malachi 3:1). As an example to his people, 

Christ prayed with understanding spoken of at 1 Corinthians 14:15. Christ’s prayer was offered and was 

effectual regarding the redemption of the elect amongst the crowd at the crucifixion of Christ. And the same 

prophecy in Isaiah Chapter 53 says “Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him; he hath put him to grief: when 

thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure 

of the LORD shall prosper in his hand.” (Isaiah 53:10). Christ Jesus was not praying for a single dog, a single 

hog, or single goat; he was praying for his sheep. John 10:11: “I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd 

giveth his life for the sheep.” Not the dogs, hogs and goats.  

 

  It only remains for me to add a word on the blessed completeness of divine forgiveness. Are any of  

God’s people unsettled and troubled upon this point? They understand how that all the sins they committed 

before they were called to salvation are forgiven, but oftentimes they are not clear concerning the sins which 

they commit after that point. Many suppose it is possible for them to sin away the pardon which God has 

bestowed upon them. They suppose that the blood of Christ dealt with their past only, and that so far as the 

present and the future are concerned, they have to take care of that themselves. But of what value would be 

a pardon which might be taken away from me at any time? Surely there can be no settled peace when my 

acceptance with God and my going to heaven is made to depend upon my holding on to Christ, or my 

obedience and faithfulness. Blessed be God, the forgiveness which He bestows covers all sins—past, present 
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and future. Fellow-believer, did not Christ bear your “sins” in His own body on the tree? (1 Peter 2:24) And 

were not all your sins future sins when He died? Surely, for at that time you had not been born, and so had 

not committed a single sin. Very well then: Christ bore your “future” sins as truly as your past ones. Indeed 

he was the lamb slain from the foundation of the world (Revelation 13:8). What the Word of God teaches is 

that the unbelieving soul is brought out of the place of unforgiveness into the place to which forgiveness 

attaches. Christians are a forgiven people. Says the Holy Spirit: “Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will 

not impute sin” (Romans 4:8). The believer is in Christ, and there sin will never again be imputed to us. This 

is our place or position before God. In Christ is where He beholds us. And because I am in Christ I am 

completely and eternally forgiven, so much so that never again will sin be laid to my charge as touching my 

salvation, even though I were to remain on earth a hundred years. I am out of that place for evermore. Listen 

to the testimony of Scripture: “And you being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath 

he [God] quickened together with him [Christ], having forgiven you all trespasses” (Colossians 2:13). Mark 

the two things which are here united—my union with a risen Christ is connected with my forgiveness! If then 

my life is “hid with Christ in God” (Colossians 3:3), then I am forever out of the place where imputation of 

sin applies. 

 

Hence it is written, “There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus” 

(Romans 8:1)—how could there be if “all trespasses” have been forgiven? None can lay anything to the 

charge of God’s elect (Romans 8:33).  I love you. Amen. 

 


